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Abstract
Dan Cox Agriculture in Illinois ~ AI-A-L-2011-039

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dan Cox was born on September 17,
1976 in Olney Illinois. He graduated from Newton High School in 1994 and Millikin University
in 1998, then taught in the Argenta-Oreana and east Richland school districts. He has also served
as a school principal. At the time of this interview, he was in his second year as superintendent of
schools in Jasper County District number 1. This district was organized in 1971 and is the largest
school district, at 462 square miles, in the state of Illinois. The district was organized from ten
separate school districts. Cox was involved in a school attendance center reorganization which
closed several schools and reassigned the Junior High School. Transportation was a major
challenge during this reorganization, as the district encompasses six counties, some 682,000
miles of road miles per year, with fifty-six buses, twenty-six bus routes. By 2011 Jasper County
had three operational schools; Newton High School and Junior High School, Newton Elementary
and St. Marie Kindergarten and prekindergarten center. Cox is married with three children.

Subject Headings/Key Words: School Reorganization and consolidation; school referenda;
school transportation and bussing; Newton, Illinois; St. Marie, Illinois; EAV (Equalized
Assessed Valuation); Illinois House Bill 1216; Jasper County, Illinois; school attendance centers.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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